Rufforth with Knapton Parish Council
Minutes of the Rufforth with Knapton Annual Parish Meeting
held in Rufforth Village Hall on 8 May 2017 at 7.30 p.m.
Present: Councillor Mrs A Powell (Chairman) Councillor A Mate
Councillor J Flynn
Councillor D Smitten
Councillor Mrs H Beeley
Councillor Mrs J Wright

In Attendance: 3 members of the public, Ward Councillor Chris Steward and
the Clerk, Mrs Warden
1.

Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.

Apologies for absence
Councillor Mrs H Butterworth

3.

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th April 2016
As there were copies of the minutes for the public to read, and all were
agreed, the minutes were taken as read. These minutes were proposed
as a true record by Cllr Mate and seconded by Cllr D Smitten,
agreed and signed as a true record.
Matters arising: none

4.

Chairman Report
The Chairman reported:
 Last May Cllr Deborah Smitten was welcomed back to the
council after 10 years away and in March 2017 Keith Clarke resigned
from the council and so there is now a vacancy to be filled.
 The main issues discussed during the past year have been
speeding traffic and HGVs; the pond; the Burial Grounds and Dog Bins;
a defibrillator is now installed in Rufforth and plans are going ahead for
one in Knapton. The Neighbourhood Plan is now well under way and
available to view on the website. Our Ward Councillors keep us updated
on the York Local Plan.
 Over the past year councillors have commented on 25 – 30
planning applications. The planning application for a poultry farm on
Bradley Lane caused many objections and we believe they are now
looking to reduce the size and will go back to the Planning Authority.
Construction of a Waste Transfer Site has started at Harewood Whin
and we hope the redesigned entrance will be completed when other
building works have finished. The latest application for 4 houses in
Knapton resulted in Refuse Planning Permission.
 Parish Councillors and members of the Neighbourhood Plan
Group continue to hold regular meetings with Yorwaste management.
 Discussions are ongoing over plans to make a safe route to the
cycle track in Rufforth and to continue the path into Knapton.
 The Parish Council represent parishioners on outside
committees, such as Yorkshire Local Councils Association, Ward Team
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meetings and Ward Committee Meetings and Yorwaste liaison group.
Councillors attend training courses and conferences.
 The Chairman thanked all members of the council and the Clerk
for their help and support.
A copy of the Chairman’s report is in the minute file.
5.

Responsible Financial Officers Report
A copy of the Financial Officer’s Report is in the minute file. She also
presented the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2017. The RFO
said that these were the final figures for the year that they would be
agreed at the May meeting in readiness for sending to the Internal
Auditor and then on to the External Auditor
Cash at the bank as at 31st March 2017 was £51,702.57. This included
grants for work on the Neighbourhood Plan and a defibrillator for
Knapton and money set aside for future maintenance of the Burial
Grounds.

6.

John Hawkins Trust
Roger Lee presented a financial report for the trust for the year ending
31December 2016. Income for the year had been £166.15 and
expenditure £141.33 leaving cash at the bank of £432.45.
Mr Lee and Mrs Galloway were thanked as continuing trustees of the
trust.
The Chairman thanked Roger Lee for his report.

7.

Public Comments and Questions
None

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.42 p.m.
and thanked all for attending.

_____________________________________ Chairman

___________________________________
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